ADOPTED – JANUARY 27, 2026

AGENDA ITEM NO. 40

Introduced by the Law & Courts, County Services, and Finance Committee of the:

INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

RESOLUTION TO EXEMPT FRIEND OF THE COURT FROM THE HIRING FREEZE
RESOLUTION #26 – 041

WHEREAS, as part of the 2026 budget, the County adopted a four-week hiring freeze on General Fund positions and special revenue fund positions that could negatively impact the General Fund; and
WHEREAS, the Ingham County Friend of the Court (FOC) receives most of its funding through the Federal Cooperative Reimbursement Program (CRP), which is administered through the Michigan Office of Child Support for 66% reimbursement of IV-D child support activities; and  
WHEREAS, the FOC employee wage and fringe benefits are eligible for 66% IV-D reimbursement under the CRP, with the remaining 34% paid by the General Fund; and
WHEREAS, the State of Michigan Office of Child Support requires Michigan counties to maintain a minimum expenditure for “Maintenance of Effort” (MOE) in order to secure qualification for State of Michigan funding to allow for the reinvestment of federal incentives through the CRP for a 66:34 match; and 
WHEREAS, the MOE requires the net county portion of the FOC budget to be equal to or greater than the prior year county expenditures in order to qualify for state revenue which allows for reinvestment of federal incentives; and   
WHEREAS, the FOC received an additional $249,110 in funding based on the 2025 MOE; and
WHEREAS, revenue related to federal incentive payments are also based on state/county performance on the following five specific measures: current child support collections, arrearage collections, support order establishment, cost-effectiveness, and paternity establishment; and
WHEREAS, the FOC must be sufficiently staffed to earn incentive funding related to the performance; and 
WHEREAS, the FOC received an additional $377,439 in incentive funding based on the 2025 performance measures; and  
WHEREAS, requiring the FOC to institute a four-week delay between a position vacancy and the posting for the vacancy could have a negative impact on the Maintenance of Effort, as well as performance measures, which in turn could have a negative impact on the General Fund.
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners approve an exemption for the Friend of the Court from the four-week delay between a position vacancy and the posting for that vacancy.  

LAW & COURTS:  Yeas:  Polsdofer, Willis, Peña, Cahill, Lawrence, Johnson, Schafer

          Nays:  None    
 

Absent:  Trubac
           Approved 01/15/26
COUNTY SERVICES:  Yeas:  Pratt, Lawrence, Grebner, Sebolt, Peña, Johnson, Maiville, Ruest
          Nays:  None     


Absent:  None     
 
Approved 01/20/26 
FINANCE:  Yeas:  Grebner, Morgan, Tennis, Sebolt, Polsdofer, Pratt, Maiville

          Nays:  None     

Absent: None     
 Approved 01/21/26

